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History explodes in this activity guide spanning the turmoil preceding secession, the first shots fired

at Fort Sumter, the fierce battles on land and sea, and finally the Confederate surrender at

Appomattox. Making butternut dye for a Rebel uniform, learning drills and signals with flags,

decoding wigwag, baking hardtack, reenacting battles, and making a medicine kit bring this pivotal

period in our nationâ€™s history to life. Fascinating sidebars tell of slaves escaping on the

Underground Railroad, the adventures of nine-year-old drummer boy Johnny Clem, animal mascots

who traveled with the troops, and friendships between enemies. The resource section includes short

biographies of important figures from both sides of the war, listings of Civil War sites across the

country, pertinent websites, glossary, and an index.
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The two main elements of "The Civil War for Kids: A History With 21 Activities" work independently

of each other. In the main text Janis Herbert provides a concise history of the Civil War that provides

a more in-depth look at that period of American history than what young students are likely to find in

their textbooks at school. Herbert begins with the turmoil preceding succession and the first shots

fired at Fort Sumter, the battles fought on land and seas, up to the Confederate surrender at



Appomattox. The text is supplemented with dozens of sidebar stories providing details on

everything from Lincoln's beard and Johnny Clem to what Army engineers did and what

"Chickamaugua" meant. The book is illustrated with historic photographs and drawings, as well as

battlefield maps. There is a time-line of the Civil War up front and a glossary, guide to officers, list of

resources, bibliography and index in the back.The other key part of this book are the 21 activities

that are scattered throughout its pages and provide a wide variety of experiences to give young

readers in or out of class. Some of the activities are fairly detailed, such as making a North Star

Safe Quilt or your own soldier's uniform, and acting out the battle of Antietam (really, but you need

30 kids). Others are fairly simple, like making a coffee can drum and having a Rebel yell contest.

Several of the activities are specific to the fighting of the war, such as creating a code, signaling with

a wigwag, measuring the depth of a pond or river, building a lean-to- shelter, and making battlefield

bandages. A few of the exercises are duplications of things people would have actually done during

the war, such as making berry ink, a housewife sewing kit, homemade butternut dye, and hardtack.
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